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National Park Service Facts
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This "Organic Act" of August 25, 1916, states that "the Service thastablished

shall promote and regulate the use of Federal areas known as national

parks, monuments and reservations . . . by such means and measures as
conform to the fundamental purpose of the said parks, monuments and
reservations, which purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural

and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the

enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave

them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations."

There are 401 park units, which encompass 84.4 million acres in all 50 States

and four Territories.
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In 2012, almost 26,000 individual full and part time employees and 257,000

volunteers worked to preserve, protect, and share the history of this land and
its people.
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